Administration of ketoprofen suppositories for out-patient post-operative analgesia.
A double-blind, randomized, placebo-controlled study was carried out to assess the efficacy of ketoprofen suppositories as a post-operative analgesic in out-patients undergoing extirpation surgery. Thirty patients received 2 X 100 mg ketoprofen suppositories, and 30 patients received placebo suppositories 1-hour pre-operatively. Patients received no premedication and the anaesthetic used was intravenous diazepam and ketamine administered by intravenous drip according to the patient's need. Subjective symptoms of pain were evaluated 15, 30, 60 and 90 minutes post-operatively. None of the patients who received ketoprofen complained of post-operative pain, whereas the patients on placebo showed varying degrees of pain. The only side-effects recorded were nausea and vomiting both in ketoprofen and placebo-treated patients and these were probably related to the anaesthetic.